BEAUTIFUL SILESIA
ILESIA, with its mountains (next to the Bavarian
Alps the highest mountain chain in Germany), with
its healing springs, old castles, monasteries, and ancient
towns, is one of the most beautiful and varied regions of
Germany. The mountains begin in the north-west with
the Iser Mountains, over 3000 feet high, covered with
somewhat melancholy moors and forests, at whose feet
Bad Flinsberg lies. The great Stolpich Gorge (the ori-
ginal of that in Weber's opera "Der Freischutz") already
suggests the majestic Alpine scenery of the adjoining
Riesengebirge. First comes the well-known health resort
Schreiberhau, lying sheltered in the valley, and from here
the mountains rise over 4000 feet high (Schneekoppe 4815
feet). The Alpine world of snow and ice with its glaciers,
snowy slopes, and mountain pools, doited with many
refuge huts, is fringed with many pleasant health resorts
such as Krummhiibel, Briickenberg, Bad Warmbrunn
(note the Library and art collections of Count Schaff-
gotsch and the school of wood-carving), Hermsdorf with
its ruined castle of Kynast, of which so many legends are
told, Spindelmuhle and Johannisbad on the Bohemian
side of the mountains. In winter the ski, toboggan, and
bob-sleigh are everywhere in evidence. Notable points
of interest in the foot-hills are the old Renaissance city
of Gorlitz, the site of the Silesian musical festivals, the
town of Hirschberg with its arcades and baroque build-
ings (an excellent centre for excursions to the Riesen-
gebirge and the seat of the Riesengebirgs Museum with
fine collections), and Lowenberg with its town walls and
its many towers. We find splendid baroque again in the
Monastery of Grussau and in the old town of Landeshut.